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Welcome to the 69th Annual Meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society

The theme for this year's conference,"The Heritage of the Reformation," points to the 500th anniversary of that time when a
monk with a mallet nailed 95 theses to a church door in Wittenberg. Our purpose is not merely to take a nostalgic look in the
rearview mirror, but to ask important theological and ecclesiological questions related to this theme for our day. In addition,
some sessions will focus on a secondary theme of "religious liberty," reflecting on the significance of meeting in Providence,
Rhode Island where Roger Williams, author of The Bloody Tenent of Persecution, planted a free church in the 17th century to
protest the idea of an official state church. Issues of religious liberty have continued to be debated since those days, but those
issues seem to have been magnified in recent days.

This year's program promises to be informative and edifying. We will be blessed to have three outstanding Reformation
scholars to address key topics related to this year's theme. Our speakers include: Timothy George, founding dean at Beeson
Divinity School and General Editor of the massive Reformation Commentary project; Gwenfair Adams, Associate Professor of
Church History at Gordon-Conwell Seminar and editor of the volume on Romans 1-8 in the Reformation Commentary, and
Scott Manetsch, professor of church history at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and editor of the volume on 1 Corinthians in
the Reformation Commentary series. We look forward to hearing from each one of these outstanding scholars during the
plenary sessions.

The program will also include several hundred instructive and challenging papers delivered on a variety of important topics.
We anticipate a wonderful time together with helpful conversations and warm fellowship. In addition, I hope you will have
opportunity to enjoy some of the beauty of New England in the fall.

We certainly want to offer our genuine appreciation to the ETS Executive Committee, the program unit committees, and the
many volunteers who serve so faithfully in order to make this such a successful annual meeting. A special word of gratitude is
extended to J. Michael Thigpen, the Executive Director of ETS, and his wife Bonnie, who serves as the Conference
Coordinator, along with numerous others who have given of their time to help all of us be able to enjoy the 69th Annual
Meeting of the society.

I look forward to seeing you in Providence!

David S. Dockery
ETS President-Elect and Program Chair
President, Trinity International University
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Conference Location
The 69th Annual Meeting will take place at the Rhode Island Convention Center and the Omni Providence Hotel.

Discounted group rates are available at the Omni Providence Hotel, the Hilton Providence Hotel, and the Courtyard by
Marriott. To see rate information and reservation instructions please go to http://www.etsjets.org/hotel_information.

Future Meetings
2018: “The Holy Spirit”, November 13 - 15 in Denver, CO
2019: “Christ in all Scripture”, November 20 - 22 in San Diego, CA

Conference Registration
The best conference prices are available to members of ETS, EPS, NEAS, and ATS. If you want to attend the Annual
meeting, but are not a member, consider joining ETS. In addition to great conference rates, you’ll receive a one year
subscription to the Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society, online access to our JETS archive, and more. For
information on becoming a member, please visit, www.etsjets.org/about.

Pre-registration is available at www.etsjets.org/registration_landing through October 13, 2017. This page includes
complete details on pricing, key deadlines, and how to register online. To register by mail or fax please use the forms in
the back of the program. If you need assistance or have questions about conference registration, please email
meeting@etsjets.org.

On-site registration will be available at the Conference Registration desk on the third floor of the Rhode Island
Convention Center.

Banquet tickets can be purchased with pre-registrations or onsite (while available) at the registration desk for $20.
Subsidized by ETS, this three course, $50 meal, will be followed by Dr. Sam Storm’s presidential address.

Conference Registration Desk
The Conference Registration Desk is located on the third floor of the Rhode Island Convention Center.

Registration Desk Hours:
Tuesday, November 14: 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Wednesday, November 15: 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Thursday, November 16: 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Friday, November 17: 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

The Exhibit Hall
The Exhibit Hall is located in Exhibit Hall A on the third floor of the Rhode Island Convention Center. With more than 50
confirmed exhibitors, this year promises to be exceptional. Most exhibitors offer generous discounts on their products
making this an excellent opportunity to gain valuable resources. Conference name badges must be worn to gain entrance to
the Exhibit Hall. There are no exceptions to this policy.

Exhibit Hall Hours:
Wednesday, November 15: 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM

Thursday, November 16: 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM

Friday, November 17: 8:30 AM - 2:00 PM

A floor plan of the exhibit hall and listing of exhibitors may be found in the back of the program and in the program app.
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Online Program
The program is available online at www.etsjets.org/annual_program

ProgramApp
Download the ETS ProgramApp onto your iPhone or Smartphone for access to the program, maps, list of exhibitors,
advertisements, special events, and more. The program app is updated immediately with each change in the program so
you will never get caught at a cancelled session when using the app.

• View the daily schedule
• Add sessions to your personal schedule
• Search the app for people, topics, and sessions
• And much more

Search for ETS 2017 in the App StoreTM or Google PlayTM.

Parallel sessions
The parallel sessions are composed of five different session types.

P Program Unit Sessions
are a combination of invited papers and proposed presentations which were selected by the program unit steering
committees. ETS has three types of program units. Consultations are new program units which are responsible for
one session of invited papers at the meeting. Study Groups are narrowly focused groups which require active,
collaborative participation by the group members. ETS encourages study groups to publish the results of their work.
Study groups are responsible for one session of invited papers at the annual meeting. Sections are broadly defined
groups that represent general areas of interest. Responsible for one session of invited papers and one session of papers
drawn from member submissions, the sections offer the most access for unsolicited papers.

A Affiliated Society Sessions
feature presentations that were selected and arranged by one of the three societies which join ETS each year: the
Evangelical Philosophical Society, the Near Eastern Archaeological Society, and the Adventist Theological Society.

D Discipline Specific Sessions
are composed of presentations that were submitted by ETS members and rated by a panel of scholars who served
under the direction of the program chair. These presentations have been grouped into basic disciplines: Old
Testament, New Testament, Systematic Theology, Church History/Historical Theology, and Practical Theology.

T Theme Sessions
are composed of presentations submitted by members, which address the conference theme. These presentations were
evaluated by a panel of scholars under the direction of the program chair. The theme presentations have been arranged
into cohesive sessions based on texts, topics, and methods.

C Career Sessions
are special sessions that are designed to help ETS members in their careers. These sessions include discussions of the
academic job market, publishing, interviewing, and other significant career development topics.
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Gwenfair Adams
Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary
Editor of the Romans 1-8 volume
in the Reformation Commentary
on Scripture series

Shock and Awe: The Reformers
and the Stunning Joy of Romans
1-8

Timothy George
Beeson Divinity School
General Editor of the
Reformation Commentary series,
Author of Theology of the
Reformers

Where Are the Nail Prints? The
Devil and Dr. Luther

Scott Manetsch
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School
Associate General Editor of the
Reformation Commentary series,
Author of the Oxford
publication, Calvin's Company of
Pastors

John Calvin's Doctrine of the
Christian Life

President
Sam Storms
Bridgeway Church / Enjoying God Ministries

President-Elect / Program Chair
David S. Dockery
Trinity International University

Vice-President
Michael J. Kruger
Reformed Theological Seminary

Secretary
Gregg R. Allison
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

Past Presidents

Robert W. Yarbrough (2013)
Covenant Theological Seminary

Thomas R. Schreiner (2014)
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

Scott B. Rae (2015)
Talbot School of Theology

Daniel B. Wallace (2016)
Dallas Theological Seminary /
Center for the Study of New Testament Manuscripts

Executive Director
J. Michael Thigpen
Talbot School of Theology


