
2018 Southwest Regional ETS Business Meeting Minutes 

Steven James called the business meeting to order and opened with prayer. 

Steven James expressed thanks to David Hutchison for serving as co-president over 
the past year, Charles Savelle for being the program chair for the 2018 meeting, and 
Ethan Jones for his service as secretary/treasurer this past year.  He also thanked Dr. 
Autrey for hosting the meeting at Southwestern’s Houston campus, Sagemont Church 
for donating tables and chairs, and numerous volunteers who helped make this 
meeting happen. 

The 2017 SW Regional minutes were distributed. After a brief time to allow review of 
the minutes, Steven James entertained a motion to accept the minutes. Charles 
Savelle moved to accept the minutes, David Hutchinson seconded, and the motion 
passed unanimously and entered into official record. 

Ethan Jones presented the financial report for the region. 

Charles Savelle offered a program report: Total of 64 parallel papers on the program 
for ETS 27 Full Member; 16 Student Member and EPS 21. Total of 151 online 
registrations when online registration closed on Tuesday, March 28, 2017.  9 paid 
registered participants for the 2018 meeting. 

Steven James reminded attendees that next year’s meeting would be held at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. Adam Harwood will be the program chair. Dates 
for 2019 and theme are forthcoming. The 2020 meeting will be held in the DFW area. 

Old Business 

Steven James asked if there was any Old Business. There was none. 

New Business 

Election of officers: 

President – Steven James entertained the motion to nominate Charles Savelle for 
President for the 2019 meeting. Danny Kirkpatrick seconded the nomination. No other 
nominations were made. Steven James asked if there was a motion to close 
nominations. John Laing made a motion to close nominations, seconded by Danny 
Kirkpatrick.  Charles Savelle were unanimously elected. 

Vice-Program Chair 
Steven James entertained the motion to nominate Timothy Yoder for Vice Program 
Chair. No other nominations were made. Steven James asked if there was a motion to 
close nominations. Charles Savelle made a motion to close nominations, seconded by 
Kenny Kirkpatrick. Timothy Yoder was unanimously elected. 



Discussing where to have future meetings, there was a mention of the policy of DFW 
for 2 years and then outside of DFW 1 year. This connects to OBU’s inquiry in hosting a 
meeting at some point. However, no one from OBU was at the meeting. This also 
applies to future conversations of DTS Houston.  

Secretary/Treasurer 
Steven James noted that Ethan Jones desires to step down from the office of 
Secretary/Treasurer and called for nominations. David Hutchinson nominated John 
Laing for a one year term. No other nominations were made. Steven James asked if 
there was a motion to close nominations. Charles Savelle made a motion to close 
nominations, seconded by Kenny Kirkpatrick. John Laing was unanimously elected. 

Payment for Officer Travel: 
Steven James discussed this idea with the attendees. He asked for opinions. John 
Laing gave historical context, especially in connection with ETS and EPS. There is a 
possible cause/effect relationship if ETS asks for funds for officers, then it would 
likely cause problems for EPS. Perhaps, there could be an option of an amount that 
could be drawn from for an officer in need. One way to nurture the relationship 
between ETS and EPS would be to extend an honorarium to the EPS speaker. John 
Laing will continue to warm relations with EPS. 

The consensus among those present was to implement a scholarship for officers who 
need travel assistance. The secretary-treasurer would decide who would receive the 
monies. The formal motion is made by Kenny Kirkpatrick to permit officers to apply 
for a scholarship for the amount of $100 to cover travel costs for ETS and EPS regional 
meetings. This would be implemented next year. A motion was entertained by Steven 
James to implement the scholarship system. Scott Aniol seconded the motion and is 
passed.  

Steven James asked if there was any other new business. There being none, he made 
the motion that the meeting adjourn, seconded by Kenny Kirkpatrick. The motion 
passed unanimously.


